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Press release dated 20 August 2007

Cuxport plans huge expansion of its terminals
Several hundred million euros of investment and up to 1,000 new jobs
Hamburg, 20 August 2007 
Right on time for the 10th anniversary of the founding of the company, Cuxport managing directors Heinrich Ahlers and Peter Zint have announced a huge expansion of port facilities at a press conference held in Hamburg. “We want to grow considerably over the next five years”, explained Ahlers. This essentially means lengthening the quay wall at Terminal 1 by 1,300 metres to the east. In addition to berth 4, which is already under construction, Cuxport wants to see three more berths created.

In total, a sum of several hundred million euros each is likely to be invested by the public authorities in the infrastructure and by Cuxport itself in the suprastructure. Cuxport will continue to expand all its previous areas of business, especially in the RoRo segment with focus on automobile logistics, as well as strengthening the container segment and the handling of heavy loads and project cargo, triggered by the production of offshore wind energy installations in the immediate vicinity. More cranes and gantry cranes will also be needed, as well as an additional RoRo ramp and the construction of new storage spaces for over 10,000 cars. 

Heavy goods – including offshore wind energy installations in addition to other project cargo – are also to be shipped via the heavy-load quay at the planned berth 4.  “Cuxhaven and, therefore, also Cuxport should be one of the winners in relation to the handling of systems resulting from the development of this new technology.

Regenerative energy sources like wind power installations will start springing up like mushrooms – also offshore”, added Ahlers. 

The expansion programme will create a total of up to 1,000 direct and indirect new jobs. Cuxport presently has a workforce of 146 staff. 

“We believe that Hamburg in future will be handling over 20 million TEU resulting from the ongoing boom in container transport.” According to Ahlers, Cuxport can only benefit from this, not least of all through the increase in short-sea container traffic. Hamburg and Bremerhaven will develop more and more into pure container ports. “Our strength, on the other hand, lies in our diversity. In this regard, Hamburg and Bremerhaven, plus Wilhelmshaven in the future, will be more partners than competitors in solving future capacity problems. Cuxport’s main areas of business will always continue to include general cargo, cars, trailers and project cargo.”
About Cuxport

The deep-water terminals of the Cuxhaven port operator, Cuxport, are situated in a strategically ideal position for international transport routs: directly on the much frequented Elbe Estuary, close to the Kiel Canal and not far from the Weser Estuary. The hinterland links via the A27 highway, the rail link to the Maschen marshalling yard and the link to the European inland waterway network are also excellent. With four berths at the Europa Quay multipurpose handling facility, three more at the neighbouring Steubenhöft RoRo terminal and the Old Fishing Port, water depths up to 15.8 m and over 280,000 square metres of paved area, Cuxport serves a network of RoRo liner services and has optimum conditions for the transhipment of numerous goods. Added to this are LoLo services for containers, forestry products and project cargoes, as well as storage and logistic solutions.


Each year, over 220,000 new cars from a large number of well-known producers are shipped to England and Scandinavia and this figure is rising. The Cuxport Terminal is used by daily RoRo liner services operated by DFDS Tor Line, “K” Line (KESS) and Mann Lines, as well as for containers by Samskip HF. The route network extends from Great Britain, Russia, Scandinavia and the Baltic States to as far as Iceland. Cuxport is involved at international level as a member of  the Eurocoast Network Association (ENA), an EU “Motorways of the Sea” project to promote short-sea transport between Cuxhaven and El Ferrol/Galicia/Spain.


The shareholders of Cuxport GmbH are Rhenus AG & Co. KG, based in Holzwickede near Dortmund, with 74.9% and HHLA Container Terminals GmbH with 25.1%.
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