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Press release



Cuxhaven port skyline changing

Cuxport has its own Container gantry crane!

The new gantry crane is part of the extensive expansion measures at the Cuxhaven multipurpose terminal. It arrived last Saturday and will go into operation in the late summer.

Cuxhaven, 12th  June 2007 Now it's official – from summer this year, the mobile port crane "Annette" at the Cuxport Terminal will be performing its duties in very distinguished company: Cuxport has its own container gantry crane! The valuable cargo approached the terminal at around noon last Saturday, on a pontoon towed by a tug. The crane was ashore two hours later.

Cuxport directors Heinrich Ahlers and Hans-Peter Zint had purchased the approximately 70 metre high container gantry crane  from the Bremerhaven Terminal. "Containers are also making their mark in short-sea transport", explained Hans-Peter Zint. "The purchase of the gantry crane is designed to provide our customers with improved handling options as well as prepare us for developments on the market." 

The crane was built by the Bremen company, Vulkan Kocks GmbH, in 1982 and will replace the two conventional cranes. Together with the modern mobile port crane already at the terminal, the gantry crane will serve Panmax class ships at berths 2 and 3, as well as traditional cargo and ConRo vessels with the help of a rotating spreader. Following conversion and modernisation, it is expected to go into operation in August at the time of the festivities to celebrate Cuxport's 10th anniversary. 

"The gantry crane is one of the many investments that we are currently undertaking in order to meet the growing demand," commented Heinrich Ahlers. At the beginning of the year, for example, Cuxport arranged for the surfacing of an additional area of 33,000 square metres for the transhipment of cars and also took over the neighbouring Steubenhöft Terminal together with RoRo ramp plus around 20,000 sqm. of storage and warehousing space, as well as the original Cuxhaven RoRo Terminal with a deep-water berth at the Old Ferry Port. Finally, the heavy-duty platform adjacent to the Cuxport complex will also be ready by the autumn, when it will then be used for shipping wind energy systems for installation at sea under the Cuxhaven Offshore Base project. 

The Cuxport team is particularly delighted with the new gantry crane which also has a lift for the crew, because, as Heinrich Ahlers says, "We are changing the skyline of Cuxhaven!"

About Cuxport

The deep-water terminals of the Cuxhaven port operator, Cuxport, are situated in a strategic location ideal for international transport routes: directly on the busy Elbe Estuary, close to the Kiel Canal and not far from the Weser Estuary. The hinterland links via the A27 highway, the rail link with the Maschen Marshalling Yard and access to the European inland waterway network are also excellent. With four berths at the Europe Quay multipurpose handling facility, three more at the neighbouring  Steubenhöft RoRo terminal and the Old Ferry Port, as well as water depths up to 15.8 metres and over 280,000 sqm of paved area, Cuxport serves a network of RoRo liner services and offers optimum conditions for the transhipment of numerous types of goods. This is complemented by LoLo services for containers, forestry products and project cargoes, as well as storage and logistic solutions.

More than 220,000 new vehicles produced by a large number of well-known manufacturers are shipped to England and Scandinavia each year, with the numbers rising. The Cuxport Terminal is called at on a daily basis by RoRo liner services operated by DFDS Tor Line, ”K” Line (KESS) and Mann Lines, as well as for containers from Samskip HF. The route network covers Great Britain, Russia, Scandinavia, the Baltic States and as far as Iceland. Cuxport is involved at the international level as a member of the Eurocoast Network Association (ENA), an EU “Motorways of the Sea” project to promote short-sea transport between Cuxhaven and El Ferrol/Galicia/Spain. 

The shareholders of Cuxport GmbH are Rhenus AG & Co. KG, based in Holzwickede near Dortmund, with 74.9 percent and HHLA Container Terminals GmbH with 25.1 percent.
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